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INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of KING’s BENCH. 
Monpay, May 20. 

PENLINGTON verfus CooKE, Uxor. 


HE plaintiff in this caufe is a furgeon and apothecary, 
and in that capacity attended a child of the defendant, 
who died while under hiscare. In due time he delivered his 
bill, which the defendant refufed to pay, alledging, that the 
demand was exorbitant; that the plaintiff had been the death 
of her child ; and that fhe would doall ia her power to injure 
him. Her conftant topic of converfation, on every occalion, 
was detracting from his profeffional abilities, and threatening to 
circulate hand-bills expofing his ignorance.—A witnefs {wore, 
that in confequence of thofe declarations, he difcontinued the 
plaintiff, who had for fome time been in the habit of attending 
his family, and employed another perfon. ‘Two phyficians, 
under whofe tuition the plaintiff had been, ftated, that he had 
been regularly educated; and that they believed him to be {kil- 
ful in his profeffion. 

Mr. Mingay admitted, that the Jury were bound to find 
for the plaintiff; but contended, that there were feveral alle- 
viating circumftances in the cafe, which having enforced with 
much energy, he trufted, they would be induced to give very 
flight damages indeed, ‘The expreffions complained of, he faid, 
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were the ebullitions of a heart rifen with grief, at the lofs of a 
darling child; that they did not proceed from malignity, but 
from diftraction; that his client, being ignorant of the obfcure 
difeafes incident to children, had drawn éNoneous conclufion 
from the plaintiff’s fhifting the manner of treatment four dif- 
ferent times ; and, finally, that the expences would fall on the 
defendant’s hufband, who was not in a condition to pay heavy 
damages. 

The Jury, under the direction ‘of the learned Judge, gave a 
verdi& for the plaintiff, 40s. damages, which carry the cofts of 
fuit,and no more. 





THE bulk of the caufes that were tried were frivolous and 
uninterefting. In one action, that was brought for a petty 
aflault, Lord Kenyon faid, it was a fcandal for the name of any 
attorney to be mentioned in fuch a caufe; that he ought to be 
drummed out of the profeffion with a halter about his neck ; 
and that, if fuch frivolous and vexatious caufes were perfifted 
in, he fhould in future endeavour to find fome method for 
punifhing the pettifoggers who brought them. 








GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
Tvuespay, May 21. 
Before Lord Kenyon and a Special Fury. 
Goop verfus Jones. 


ACCORDING to the ftatement of Mr. Bearcroft, this 
action was brought to recover the fum of 381. 10s. 6d. which 
the defendant had received, as the price of tome cattle belong- 
ing to the Plaintiff, who isa grazier in the county of Lei- 
celter. 

‘The manner in which the bufinefs is carried on, is this. The 
grazier in the country, who in this cafe was the plaintiff, fent 
his cattle to town by his fervant, who delivered them toa man 
of the name of Holbidge, who is called a falefman, inas much 
as it was his duty to take or fend them to Smithfield to be fold. 
This man actually did fell them, and the money was delivered 
to Jones, who was book-keeper to Holbidge, and who, by the 
cultom of the bufinefs, ought to have delivered it over to the 
grazicr’s 
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grazier’s fervant, to be delivered to his mafter. Inftead of 
this, Jones thought proper to keep this .money, becaufe his 
mafter, Mr. Holbidge, owed him 200, and the fingle queftion 
in the caufe was, Whether he could, confiftently with law, and 
with juftice, detain this money from the plaintiff, on account of 
any debt which was due to him from Holbidge. 

Mr. Erfkine, in behalf of the defendant, exerted his ufual 
ingenuity and abilities to fhow that his client was entitled to re- 
tain this money, in confequence of a particular cuftom that 
took place in this bufinefs. 

The Counfel was interrupted in his addrefs by the Judge, 
who faid he never recollected a ftronger and a clearer cafe for 
the plaintiff; and that no cuftom whatever could authorize one 
man to keep another man’s money. 

Verdict tor plaintiff, 381. 10s. 6d. 





COURT o KING’s BENCH. 
WEDNESDAY, May 22. 
Sittings after Term. 


STRANGER verfus SERLE. 


THIS was an action brought to recover the amount of a 
note fuppofed to bear the acceptance of the defendant: It is 
one of feveral lying under fimilar circumftances, and depending 
upon the fame iflue. 

By the evidence adduced by Mr. Garrow on behalf of the 
plaintiff, it appeared, that the defendant was much connected 
with a perfon of the name of Wood, who lately wasa keeper 
of livery-ftables in Park-lane, and who was induced fome time 
fince to commit fuicide. This connection was of fo intimate 
and confidential a nature, that the defendant ufed to give Wood 
blank acceptances to fill up in difcharge of debts fuppofed to 
arife from gambling tranfa&tions. Whenthe bill in queftion 
i became due inthe hands of the plaintiff, he wrote tothe de- 
f fendant, who by anfwer did not deny the debt ; -but upon feeing 
i it, he faid, he did not think it was his hand-writing, and refufed 
i topayit. Four witnelies were calledto prove the acceptance 
: to be the defendant’s hand-writing; two of whom {wore pofi- 
! tively toits being fo; the other two could not be pofitive of it, 
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Mr. Erfkine, on behalf of the defendant, called three wit- 
nefies, who {wore that the acceptance was not the hand-writ- 
ing of the defendant, who refifted the payment, on the ground 
that the whole was a forgery, fuppofed to have been committed 
by the deceafed Wood. 

Mr. Garrow, in reply, ably combated the abfurdity of a man 
committing a capital offence, when, by the means of the blank 
acceptances he was in the habits of receiving from the de- 
fendant, he could always have legally faddled him with the dif- 
charge of any fum his own neceflities might require. 

Lord Kenyon fummed upto the Jury, obferving that after 
having heard both fides, fuch doubts ftill remained upon his 
mind, he was well pleafed it was their province, not his, to 
make an abfolute decifion, one way or the other. 

he Jury retired, and after a confiderable time {pent in deli- 
beration, brought in their verdict in favour of the defendant, 





Tuurspay, May 23. 
PEARSE verfus DUBERLY,. 


THIS aGion adds one more proof to the truth of the old 
faying, viz. “ that two of a trade can never agrec;” for the 
plaintiff and defendant were both taylors. On the part of the 
plaintiff, it appeared that a perfon employed by him, made rather 
too free with avery confiderable quantity of cloth, which was 
fold through the medium of a third perfon, to the defendant. 

Mr. Erikine in opening the plaintiff’s cafe, faid, with much 
candour, that he would not impute to Mr. Duberly aknow- 
ledge that the cloth had not been honeftly obtained, 

The Jury gavea verdict for the plaintiff for the whole 
amount, which was near three hundred pounds. 





STEDMAN againf? Goocn. 


THIS wasan action for goods fold and delivered.—The 
piaintill, Mrs. Stedman, is a milliner, and had fold goods, con- 


fifling of a cloak, veil, &c. to Mrs. Goech, which amounted 
to 171. aud for which the adtion was brought. Mrs. Gooch 
fome time ago was divorced from her hufband, in the Com. 
MOS, 4 mera et thor A dill was afterwards brought into 
Parliament 
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Parliament for a divorce, @ vinculo matrimonii, but it did not 
pafs; but the defendant was allowed a feparate maintenance of 
2001. a year, by her hufband. 

On the part of the plaintiff, the delivery of the goods was 
proved by her apprentice, and that they were fold at a reafonable 
price. 

The Counfel for the defendant faid, there would bean end 
of this action, if he could prove the defendant wasa married 
woman, unlefs they could fhew that fhe had a feparate main- 
tenance to enable her to live. 

There was another defence, which at all events muftbe a 
good one, whether fhe was married or not. The defendant 
gave her a note of hand for thefe goods, and having a male 
friend of the name of Mr. Finlay, the plaintiff gave up the 
defendant’s note, for the fecurity of Mr. Finlay. It appeared, 
the plaintiff had ufed all diligence to recover on this papery 
but could not. The defendant proved the marriage. Italfo 
appeared in evidence, that the defendant had 50]. a quarter 
from her hufband, but there was no deed of feparation ; {0 that 
it was optional in the hufband, how long he fhould pay this 
200]. per annum. 

Lord Kenyon doubted whether, in point of law, this 
amounted to a feparate maintenance, 

The divorce, a menfa et thoro, was proved by the prodution 
of the fentence in the Ecclefiaftical Court, but it was doubted 
whether the other proceeding ought not to have been pro- 


* duced. 


Lord Kenyon direéted the Gentlemen of the Jury to find 
a verdict for the plaintiff, to the amount of her bill, fubject to 
the opinion of the Court on the two laft points. 

Verdi& for the plaintiff, 171. 





K I N -G’s B EN C dH, 
SANDS, verfus SAYER and WIFE. 
Breach of Promife of Marriage. 
TUESDAY, May 28 was tried before Lord Kenyon, and 


a Special Jury, an action to recover a fatisfaction in damage, 
for a breagh of promife of marriage, made by Mrs. Sayer 
to the plaintiff, previous to her marriage with her prefent 
hufband. 

It 
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It was ftated by Mr. Bearcroft, that the plaintiff was a ree 
fpectable young man, and his bufinefs was that of planning and 
laying out gardens. The defendant’s wife was the niece of 
an eminent coach-matfter, who had retired from bufinefs with a 
confiderable fortune, and refided at Walton upon Thames. 
Tt was there that the plaintiff commenced his acquaintance 
with Mrs. Sayer, between whom a courtthip had taken place, 
which continued about two years. Several letters had been 
written by the Lady to the plaintiff, which would prove the 
contract of anintended marriage. It happened, however, that 
Mr. Sayer came down to Walton, and the young Lady was fa 
ftruck with him, that fhe foon afterwards declared, that al- 
though the entertained a great regard for the plaintiff, fhe would 
prefer Mr. Sayer for her hufband, even if the former wasa 
peer, and the latter only a coachman, 

Several witnefles were called, but none of them could prove 
that any letters had been written to the plaintiff by Mrs. Sayer, 
ox that fhe ever promifed him marriage. By their evidence, 
it appeared that the Lady’s uncle difapproved of the plaintiff’s 
vifits to his, niece, and that the young Lady had declared, fhe 
never gave him to underftand that it was her intention to marry 
him; the was now only twenty-two years of age. 

Lord Kenyon recommended the Counfel to withdraw a 
jeror, which was confented to, in confequence of which, the 
parties muft pay their own cofts. 





GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
Sittings before Lord Kenyon and a Special Fury. 
Tue Kino verfus Bisuor. 


Mr. BEARCROFT ftated, that this was an indi&tment 
for perjury 5 a.circumftance which would fecure the attention 
of the Jury; and which, upon that occafion, was ina particu- 
lar manner neceflary, for the fake of the public on the one 
hand, and that of the individual criminated on the other. ‘The 
learned Counfel faid he thought it his duty to apprife the Jury, 
that this was a pitched battle between truth and perjury. The 
circumftances that belonged to this cafe were fhortly thefe : 

A perfon of the name of Gifford carried on the bufinefs of 
a candle-maker, and lived within the jurifdiction of the Com- 
miflioners of Excife, becaufe within the Bills of Mortality. 

On 
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On a fadden it became convenient for Gifford to ceafe carry-. 


ing on the bufinefs of a candle-maker. He gave notice of 
this, and of confequence was no longer under the Excife, He 
then fet up as a dealer only, or a feller of candles; and aman of 
the name of Wintle took part of the premifes, and carried on 
the bufinefs of candle making. . The whole of this, however, 
was a collufion, and the candles which were made by Wintle, 
were conveyed to Gifford, without paying the duty. The 
parties were convicted of this offence, and had paid the penalty. 
On Monday the 12th of March, 1792, the Revenue Officers 
watched Wintle and Gifford, and faw Mrs. Gifford, feveral 
times in the courfe of the day, take away quantitics of candles 
from the premifes that were entered, to thofe that were wot en- 
tered. Five witnefles {wore this when an information was ex- 
hibited againft Wintle and Gifford. On that occafion, the 
prefent defendant, Bithop, {wore that the evidence for the pro- 
fecution could not be true, inafmuch as Mrs. Gifford was not 
in town on Monday the rath of March, 1792; and that con- 
fequently fhe could not convey any candles from the neighs 

bouring premifes, as had been reprefented.—He {wore that, on 

Sunday the 11th of March, 1792, he, his wife, and Mrs. 

Gifford, went, in a one-horfe chaife, down toa Mr. A. Smith’s, 

at Bexley, in Kent, and did not return till Tuefday afternoon. 

In confequence of what had been {worn by the Excife Officers, 

that they faw Mrs. Gifford, whom they had known for many 

years, in her own houfe, on Monday, March 12, 1792, Bifhop 

was indicted for perjury. Five witnefles {wore, as they had 

done before, that they faw Mrs. Gifford taking away thefe 

candles into her own premifes, on Monday the 12th of March. 

Anequal number of witnefles, on the part of the defendant, 

fwore that Mrs, Gifford was at Bexley, in Kent, on that 

day. 

Lord Kenyon obferved, that the evidence given on the part 
of the defendant, was fufficient to create a doubt in the minds 
of the Jury; which, in a criminal cafe, ought to go to an ac- 
guittal ; and therefore, his Lordfhip faid, if the Gentlemen 
of the Jury were of the fame opinion with him, they would 
acquit the defendant. 

The Jury replied, That, from the evidence the defendant 
had given, they thought it their duty to acquit him. 
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GrorGE SINGLETON verfus CHARLES SINGLETON, 


THIS action was unfortunately brought by one’ brother 
againft another, whom he had .arrefted and imprifoned for the 
fum of 200]. It was alledged, on the part of the plaintiff, that 
the defendant was in an unhappy ftate of mind, and that, if he 
would give the plaintiff fecurity againft any bodily harm, he 
would excufe him the debt, and permit him to be difcharged. 

Verdict for the plaintiff, damages 200]. 





Tuurspay, June 13. 
Tue Kine againff ARNOLD. 


THE defendant was convicted before a Juftice of Peace of 
buying corn not meafured by the Wincheiter bufhel. The 
Juftice fined him inthe value of the corn, and 40s. befides, 
according to the direCtions of the Act of Parliament. Arnold 
conceiving himfelf aggrieved as to the 40s. applied to this 
Court for relief. It was acknowledged on: all hands, that he 
would have been liable to the 40s. fine, had he been the feller of 
the corn; but Lord Kenyon was clearly of opinion that he 
was equally liable, being the buyer. 





COMM.ON., PLEAS. 
Tuurspay, June 13. 
BARBER verfus ROBINSON. 
Breach of Promife of Marriage. 


THIS was anaétion to recover from the defendant a fatif- 
faction in damages for a breach of promife of marriage. 

The principal witnefs was Mary Barber, the plaintiff’s aunt ; 
fhe faid that the defendant was a haberdafher ; that about two 
years ago he began to pay his addrefles to the plaintiff, who 
was a young woman of unexceptionable character: He intro- 
duced her to feveral of his friends as his intended wife, and re- 
peatedly promifed her marriage both verbally and by letters 5 
he continued his courtfhip up to the month of January laft, 
when he went into Yorkfhire, and married another lady, with= 
out afligning any reafon for his infidelity to the plainuff. 
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A letter was produced and tead, which appeared to be in 
the hand-writing of the defendant. In this letter he faid he 
would marry the plaintiff as foon as he returned from the 
country. It was dated three days befote he married his pre- 
fent wife. 

The Counfel for the defendant addreffed the Jury, and called 
two witnefles, who faid that the plaintiff was a young woman 
of a flighty difpofition; that the defendant was only 22 years 
of age, and that the courtthip was without the knowledge and 
approbation of his father. 

The Jury found a verdict for the plaintiff, 701. 





K IN Gs BEN C H. 
Monpay, June 10. 


ANTEEZIER verfus SMALLPIECE. 


THIS was a caufe which involved a queftion of fome im- 
portance to the commercial world. ‘The action was brought 
to recover a fum of money, for the freight of aquantity of 
goods fhipped at Seville for the port of London, 

It appeared that the goods were configned to a Mr. Haines, 
and by him fold to the defendant, in whole name it was entered 
at the Cuftom-houfe. 

The queftion in this caufe was, “ Whether the defendant 
was liable to pay for the freight of thefe goods?” Mr, Haines 


. was a bankrupt. 


Lord Kenyon laid down the law upon the fubject. His 
Lordthip faid, there was no doubt but the plaintiff had a right 
to have detained the goods for the freight, but this he had ne+ 
gle&ted todo. Asit was in evidence that Haines had fold the 
goods to the defendant, the plaintiff could not recover from 
him the freight, for fuch fale transferred no right of action; 
the circumftances of the goods being entered at the Cuitom- 
houfe in the defendant’s name did not make him liable. The 
plaintiff fhould have detained the goods for his freight. 

The Jury, under the direétion of the learned Judge, founda 
verdict for the defendant, 
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Further Particulars of the Attach upon Tobago, and the 
Jlorming of Fort Caftries, now Fort George, dated from 
Tobago, April 16, 1793. 


HE detachment, confifting of ‘not more than 420 men 
rank and file, including 50 artillery, landed at Courland 
Bay on the 14th Inftant, between four and five o’clock P. M. 
and advanced immediately to Mount Grace, about four miles 
diftant, which commands a view of the town of Scarborough 
and the fort, the town about two miles off, and the fort about 
three quarters of a mile farther. General Cuyler, on his arri- 
val at Mount Grace, fent an officer with a fummons to the 
French Governor, defiring him to furrender, which he pofi- 
tively refufed to do, faying, that he was determined to defend it 
to the laft extremity. ‘The General immediately determined 
to ftorm the fort that night ; finding it much ftronger than it 
had been reprefented, both’ as to works and numbers of the 
garrifon, 

The following difpofition of attack was made by the Gene- 
ral: The two light companies of the 9th and 60th regiments, 
under the command of Major Gordon, (who gallantly re- 
quefted permiffion to leave the command of his own regiment 
to lead the light infantry,) were to be fupported by the two 
grenadier companies under the command of Major Bailey, and 
the 4th battalion of the 60th regiment, under the command of 
Captain de Vifme 3 the referve of a few mariners under the 
command of Major Bright ; the artillery to remain with their 
guns. 

The light infantry marched at one o’clock in the morning, 
andas it was exceflively dark, andthe road very narrow, through 
thick brufh wood, they moved very flowly: when they got 
into the town, they were fired upon by the guard, but they 
foon fettled the bufinefs with their bayonets. On advancing 
fome hundred yards further, they completely furprifed a piquet, 
with their bayonets, without making the leaft noife. The 
guide then told Major Gordon'that they were within 200 yards 
of the fort, and on liftening, they heard the rounds going on 
the ramparts, and the fentries challenging them ; he therefore 
halted to know if ali his men were up, and if the grenadiers 
were near tofuppoft him : Two divifions of the light infantry 
were milling, owing to the path being for neara mile fo nar- 

row, that only one man could advance a-breaft, and their have 
ing made two charges on the advanced picquet and town- 
guard; either did thofe inthe rear know any thing of the 
grenadiers. 
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grenadiers. Major Gordon therefore determined to wait a lit- 
tle; during which interval, two curious but fortunate circum- 
ftances occurred. It was fo dark, that it was impoflible to fee 
ten yards; a noife of feet was heard as coming from the town ; 
the Major went back with four men to the fpot where the 
French picquet had been, thinking he might furprife the patrole 
if an enemy, and if friends, fhould know them by the watch- 
word; he challenged the French, and was anfwered Ami Quel 
Ami ? Citoyen. ‘The word was no fooner out of the Serjeant’s 
mouth, than he and four men that were with him, were dead, 
without the fmalleft noife. On returning to the party they 
heard the patrole coming out of the fort, and as the Major did 
not wifhto be difcovered, he hoped to be able to pafs for tie 
picquet which they had {furprifed ; accordingly being chal- 
lenged, he anfwered Ami Quel Ami? Citoyen ; upon which the 
patrole, who was within a few yards of him, replicd a /a bon 
heur, and returned back into the fort. 

Soon after the foot{teps of fome people were heard fcram- 
bling through the brufh wood, and on being challenged, fortu- 
nately turned out to be that part of the light infantry which had 
feparated, but they knew nothing of the grenadiers, It 
turned out afterwards, that the grenadiers and battalion had, 
either through the darknefs of the night, or the intention of 
the guide, been entirely feparated from the light infantry, and 
were led up againit the fort by a different path on the oppofite 
fide of the hill, where they attacked with the greateft bravery, 
but were obliged to fall back. This was perhaps a fortunate 
circumftance, as it in fome meafure drew off the attention of 
the enemy from the other fide. It was now about three o’clock, 
and as the only chance of fuccefs was ftorming the works in 
the dark, Major Gordon determined to attack by himfelf, and 


‘ moved on inttantly. 


They carried the firft redoubt, and were within the outer 
works 3s foon as the guard of the redoubt. The fort now 
begana very warm fire of grape {hot and fmall arms, but no- 
thing could withftand the bravery and coolnefs of the men; 
they never attempted to fire a fhot, but carried every thing 
with their bayonets. At laft they got into the ditch of the 
fort, where, to their great furprife, they found the ramparts 
— high and perpendicular, whereas it had been reprefented 
to General Cuyler, that when the outworks were carried, they 
could run up the ramparts of the inner fort. ‘The men were very 
much fatigued, and the enemy were keeping up a tremendous 
fire of grape thot. After a halt of a few minutes, Major 
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Gordon called out, ‘* God fave the King, follow me!” which 
was anfwered by the men with three cheers, and up he went, 
a corporal followed, and they pulled up about a dozen men by 
their firelocks. The firft four were wounded and fell down 
again, but there were foon about 20 men more up, lying on 
the flope of the parapet along-fide of him, within two or three 
yards of the guns (two eighteen pounders) which were firing 
overthem. As foon as they founda fufficient number of men 
up, they charged into the battery, drove every man from the 
guns, and formed, till they were joined by all the reft of the 
men, and then for the firft time began to fire upon the French, 
who were drawn up infront of their barracks, and firing upon 
them from all quarters of the inner fquare. As foonas Major 
Gordon found all his men up, he ordered the firing to ceafe, 
and to charge. Ina few minutes Monfieur Montel, the Go- 
vernor of the ifland, called for quarter, and delivered his fword, 
To the honour of the Britith foldiers be it told, that after their 
Commanding Officer called out that the Governor had fur- 
rendered, there was not a perfon wounded, They were occu- 
pied until day-light fecuring prifoners, who were more than 
double the number of the affailants ; for moft of the grena- 
diers and the battalion had loft their road, and did not reach the 
fort till after gun-fire. 

When day-light appeared, the General’s joy, on feeing the 
Britith colours flying over that of the French is not eafily to 
be defcribed, for he had entirely given up all hopes of fuccels, 
imagining that the light companies and their gallant com- 
manders muft have been cut to pieces. 

Montieur Montel, by his letter to Monfieur Rochambeau, 
with the account of the capture of the ifland,an extract of 
which I inclofe, feems perfeétly fenfible of the bravery and ge- 
nerofity of the Britith troops : 

“© General Cuyler was wounded at the commencement of 
the attack: Major Gordon, who took me, behaved, as did his 
troops, with a valour and generofity above all praife. Both the 
General and his officers continue to treat us with the fame 
generolity.”” 





An ANECDOTE, 


WO Englith ftudents, belonging to the College of 
Douai, wifhed to get back to England, They there- 

fore applied to the Municipality for pafiports, but their petition 
was 
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was refufed. The Superior of the College interceded in their 
behalf, but was informed, tliat all the Britifh fubjects in that 
town fhould be detained as hoftages ; the two ftudents, how- 
ever, were determined to attempt their efcape. After itaying 
fome days at a country houfe belonging to the Colleze, which 
is at a {mall diftance from Douai, they fet off towards Tour- 
nai, and were obliged to conceal themfelves in the woods to 
avoid the French fcouts. Upon their approach to Tournai, 
they were taken prifoners, much to their fatisfaction, by a 
party of Hanoverian troops, and conducted to the Duke of 
York. His Highnefs enquired from -whence they came; 
and, upon hearing that they were Englifh ftudents from Douai, 
I prefume, faid he, you are Roman Catholics. They replied, 
we are, and loyal fubjects of his Britannic Majefty. The 
Duke made various enquiries refpecting the town of Douai, 
the names and political fentiments of its principal inhabitants, 
and exprefled his hopes, that, in a {hort time, he thould be able 
to liberate all the Englifh in thattown. Before they departed, 
his Royal Highnefs enquired if-they had money fufficient to 
convey them to England. Their anfwer was, that they had 
about five guineas. Convinced of the infufficiency of this 
fum, the Duke defired them to draw on his banker at Oltend 
for what money they might judge neceflary. They took up 
ten guineas, and are now fafely arrived in town, where they 
{peak in the moft grateful terms of his Royal Highnefs’s polite- 
nefs and generofity. : 





An affedting Inftance of Ingratitude. 
[From « A Comparative Sketch of England and Italy.”] 


AN Englith gentleman, refident at Naples, came to his nae 
tive country fome time in the year 178g. He was ex- 
tremely attached to horfe exercife, and, for the pleafure of 
uling it, he had purchafed, when in London, a few fine horfes. 
To have them weli looked after at Naples, it was requifite alfo 
to take with him an Englith Groom. ‘Thus accommodated, 
he proceeded through France te Italy. 

Arrived at Naples, his fervant, « ttranger to the Italian lan- 
guage, fought acquaintance. His fpeecti was fettered: he 
knew not how to difciofe his perceptions: He wifhed for a 
friend im his dreary folitude, and became acquainted with an 
Trith foldier, in the fervice of his Sicilian Majefty. 
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An intimate attachment generally takes place, where the ope 
portunity of forming it is fo difficult; and, though perfidy has 
always one of the deepeft dyes of villainy, it was in this in~ 
Hance fingularly atrocious, Whenever the foldier found his 
neceflities prefling, he applied to this man. The money that 
he poffeft came only from the fcanty gleanings of his fervice ; 
and ke lent him at diferent times a few ducats, which were 
generally repaid after fome little trouble. 

The foldier had frequently urged his diftrefs, when he found 
himfelf incapable of fulfilling his engagements, and the fervant 
had not only the benevolence to wait for his convenience ; but 
had even him(elf folicited a fub{cription for him from the Eng- 
lith factory at Naples. 

About the month of February 1791, his mafter had fome 
thoughts of returning to England, and made his fervant ac- 
quainted with his intention. The poor fellow, unable to refift 
the entreaties of his fuppofed friend, had unfortunately at. the 
time lent his little all ; it amounted to the fuin of forty ducats. 
He was apprebenfive that he fhould lofe the money, if he came 
to England without it; and therefore earneftly prefled him for 
payment. This circumftance happened on a Wednefday, and 
the journey was to take place on the fucceeding Wednefday. 
It was now impofitble to temporize without danger of lofing 
the money ; and, as the Irifhman had repeatedly promifed, 
and failed in his punctuality, he found it now neceflary, for the 
fatisfaction of his creditor, to fwear in the moft facred manner, 
that his debt fhould be paid the Monday following, which would 
have been two days previous to the man’s departure. The 
fervant, to enforce and fecure the money at tie appointed time, 
in anfwer to this proteftation, only threatened that if the 
Monday fhould elapfe without the promifed payment, he would 
inform his Captain of it the Tucfday morning ; and thus they 
feparated, 

It will be neceffary to remark to thofe unacquainted with the 
buildings of Naples, that many families inhabit the fame houfe, 
and that even the bed-chambers generally open in a fort of 
gallery, which people pafs in common unnoticed. This was 
here the cafe; and about one o’clock in the morning of the 
‘Tuefday, a noife was heard at the bed«chamber of the fervant, 


with a loud whifper, which bid him open the door. Aftera . 


natural queftion ** Whois it ?” the voice replied, “ ’Tis I— 
I am come to pay the forty ducats I borrowed of you—open 
the door.”—The door was opened—The montter ruthed in, 
and ftabbed him in ten different places with his bayonet. The 
{creams 
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{creams of the fervant, and his cry of “* murder! murder!” 
in Englith, alarmed the inhabitants of the whole houfe. They 
come to the room from whence the found proceeded, and find 
the poor Englifhman weltering in the gore which had flowed 
from his mangled body. His ftomach and lungs were particu- 
larly perforated, and extravafated wind, and blood iffued at the 
fame time’ from his wounds. 

A furgeon inftantly attended—on viewing the miferable ob- 
ject, he lifted up a defpairing eye and exclaimed “ Gefa Maria 
é morta!’ The poor creature had a fufficient knowledge of 
Italian to underftand from the expreffion of the furgeon, that 
he was beyond the poffibility of recovery, and had ftill exiftence 
enough to know and name the murderer. 

The officers of juftice repair to the foldier’s habitation ;— 
they fly to his bed-chamber, which they burft open ;—they go 
towards his bed, and they only fee a French woman, who lived 
with this horrid mifcreant, Satisfied by her aflurances and 
their own eyes, that he was not in the houfe, they were re- 
turning : But, one of them having juft difcerned a bloody pair 
of breeches on the floor, they renew their fearch, and find un- 
der the bed a trap-door, and the trembling wretch concealed 
under it. They immediately take him into cuftody, and come 
mit him to prifon. 

With a fruitlefs hope of recovering the poor Englifhman, he 
was conveyed to the hofpital ; and for the purpole of convict- 
ing the aflaffin, it was neceflary to eftablifh a proof, which 
thould be irrefragable. The tribunal of Naples is extremely 
cautious in admitting the internal evidence of facts, and parti- 
cularly fo, in judging of (what is termed in England) colla- 
teral evidence. ‘Their criminal laws fuppofe, that predetermi- 
nation frequently refults from indignant feelings; and that 
other violent men, like the Judge in the melancholy cafe of 
Calas, may connect probable circumftances with eafe, and may 
reconcile even difcordant circumftances without much difli< 
culty. This is the natural effect of premature judgment, from 
which few men are perfectly exempt. 

To fubftantiate, therefore, the unqueftionable criminality of 
the Irifhman, five other foldiers were drefled in fimilar cloaths 
with himfelf, allin regimentals. The fix men went round the 
bed of the Englithman at two different times, and at cach 
time, the poor creature pointed out the murderer, without 
doubt, and without difficulty. After this he languifhed a few 


days and died. 
6 It 













































a og 


Se 








s92 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Tt will be now ufelefs to obferve, that this wretch was a pros 
per objec for all the rigour of an avenging death; and yet, 
as his punifhment, he was only banifhed for life to one of the 
neighbouring iflands of Sicilly. 

We fee from this deplorable, and fatal Jenity, that the Go- 
vernment of Naples does not fufficiently deter the inhabitants 
from the perpetration of murders by the vengeance of penal 
juttice. 





The Epiftle for the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by 
Adjournment, from the 2oth to the 28th of the Fifth 
Month, 1793, inclufive, to the Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings of Friends in Great-Britain, Ireland, and 
elfewhere. 


Dear FRIEnDs, 


Ww* falute you in Gofpel love, and in a degree of that 
humility, which a clofe infpeétion into the ftate of our 
religious fociety at this time, hath produced: For, although 
we may thankfully acknowledge that we have not found things 
in fo neglected a condition as in fome former years; and fome 
increafing concern appears to have invefted the minds of many 
brethren, for the fupport of our teftimonies; yet much remains 
to be done, and much laborious exercife of {pirit to be patiently 
endured, before our Sion can become, fo eminently as we truft 
fhe is defigned to be, the praife of nations. Friends! may 
every one of you, who may read or hear this our tender faluta- 
tion, clofely and effectually confider in what inftance, and to 
what degree, he obitructs, in his practice, the accomplifhment 
of a detign fo gracious, 

Our meeting hath been large, and, through the mercy of our 
Holy Head and High Prieft, hath been favoured with the re- 
newed affiftance of his Spirit; and, although divers matters 
bave occurred which have been fubjects of confiderable dif- 
cuffion, we have afreth experienced the prevalence of Chriftian 
condefcention. 

The accounts of fufferings brought in this year amount, in 
Great-Britain, to 6080l. and in Ireland,to 16291. ‘The largeft 
part, «§ ufual, is for thofe ecclefiaftical demands with which 
we icruple actively to comply, as being the fupport of a mi 
niftry formed by the will of man and not only inefficacious 
in combating the defires of the carnal mind, (which, faith the 


9 Holy 











Holy ‘ 
fubfer\ 
Ou 
the C 
ceivec 
their | 
Amer 
the ad 
grefs, 
jamer 
may } 
delay. 
in thi 
confi 
ceffit 
for ft 
to th 
famil 
F: 
hear! 
front 
are € 
accu 
men 
denc 
A 
mer 
fron 
whe 
agai 
evil 
Pea 
tige 
it 1 
of 
tru 
the 
en; 
Fi 
ipe 
an 
the 
Cl 























THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 593 


Holy Scripture, is at enmity with God) but too generally made 
fubfervient to its purpofes. 

Our correfpondence with our brethren in Ireland and on 
the Continent of America, is maintained, and we have re- 
ceived epiftles from all the yearly meetings, informing us of 
their concern for the caufe of truth; and, infome of thole from 
America, of their continued care to be, as opportunities offer, 
the advocates of the opprefled Black People. The flow pro- 
gre(s, in this country, of the caufe of thefe our fellow men we 
Jament, but do not defpair of its fuccefs: And we defire friends 
may never fuffer the caufe to cool on their minds, through the 
delay, which the oppofition of interefted men hath occafioned 
in this work of juftice and mercy ; but rather be animated to 
confider, that the longer the oppofition remains, the more ne- 
ceflity there is, on the fide of righteoufnefs and benevolence, 
for fteadinefs, perfeverance, and continued breathing of {pirit 
to the God and Father of All, who formed of one blood all the 
families of the earth. 

From Philadelphia we learn that Friends have alfo had at 
heart to be inftrumehtal in promoting a pacification with the 
frontier and other Indians, in which benevolent purpofe they 
are encouraged, by the Indians themfelves; who having been 
accuitomed, for more than a century, to juft and kind treat- 
ment from Friends, have been induced to repofe much confis 
dence in them. 

At our laft yearly meeting, we were engaged to caution our 
members againft futfering the voice of party to draw any of us 
from the ftedfaftnefs which we may poflefs in Chrift ; and now 
when war is making its ravages in the adjacent nations, we are 
again concerned to exhort Friends, that, on all occafions, they 
evince themfelves to be indeed the followers of the Prince of 
Peace. As weprofefs tobe reftrained from joining in a prac- 
tice fo defolating to mankind, let us not indulge the fpirit of 
it in ourfelves, or encourage it in others, by making the events 
of war a frequent fubjeCrof converiation; but fo far as we are 
truly redeemed from thofe warring lufts in ourfelves, to which 
the apoftle afcribes its origin, let us, as enabled, be frequently 
engaged in fecret fupplication to the God of the Spirits of all 
Fieth, that it may pleafe him to * break the bow, and cut the 
ipearin funder; making wars to ceafe unto the end of the earth ;"” 
and to enlift the nations under his holy banner, in oppofition to 
thofe iniquities which are a reproach to the profeflion of 
Chriftianity. 

Vou, XXI. 541. 4 F Many 
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Many have been of late the overturnings and failures in the 
commercial world; and fome amongft us have not efcaped the 
difgrace. We defire thefe things may operate as a call toall 
of us, who may need the caution, to contract rather than to 
enlarge our plans for the acquifition of wealth. Let us fooner 
endeavour to fecure a competency, by contracting our wants 
and limiting our defires; recollecting, that as Chrift, our great 
example, declared his kingdom not tobe of this world, fo nei- 
ther can‘his faithful followers make it the ftorehoufe of their 
treafure. ‘ Lay not up for yourfelves treafures upon earth, 
where moth and ruft doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and fteal? But lay up for yourfelves treafures in Hea- 
ven, where neither moth nor ruft doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor {teal For where your trea- 
jure is, there will your heart be alfo.” 


Signed in and on behalf of the yearly meeting, by 
GEORGE BRAITHWAITE, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 








Anecdotes of the late Duke of Somerfet. 


B .. Gd pafty, or fome difh of that fort, did not appear 
on the Duke’s table, when it was expected. His houfe 
had not the addition, now fo ufeful and general in the country, 
of anoven ; andthe cook’s excufe was, that there was nobody 
under his command to carry it to the baker’s.—He had ten 
dered it to the ftable-boy, who had been ordered by the coach- 
man never to do any thing for the kitchen; to the gardener, 
the footman, &c. &c. and it was not carried. 

‘The Duke thewed no difcontent, but ordered his coach for 
the next day; and when it came, the footman, by his Grace’s 
orders, announced to the cook, that the carriage was ready ; 
and the cook placed the pye upon the feat of the coach, in 
which it was carried in ftate to the baker. 

Tis was the late Duke’s correétion for that abfurdity which 
his cotemporary Swift has ironically expofed. “ If you area 
gardener, and your mafter bids you fhut the ftable-door,” tell 
him, © you don’t underftand horfes;” if you area butler, and 


your mailer bids you draw up a curtain, tell him, “ you don’t 
underftand furniture, but you’ll fend one of the footmen to 
fetch the uphelfterer.” 
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The Duke had not been in London for many years. His 
fortune did not permit much of the difplay which now fo de- 
lightfully accompanies rank, and he had not the tafte for en- 
joying it. Another circumftance more pofitively prevented 
his vifits to London, ‘The dread of the fmall-pox, which, in 
the beginning of this century, infefted almoft every family, re- 
mained with him, who was entirely the gentleman of that date 
to the laft. 

His Grace was humane, generous—not wanting in true dig 
nity when occafion came for a difplay of it. His faults "were 
chiefly deficiencies, and depended upon the expectation, which 
fhould, however, not be fupprefled, of ative magnificence ia 
thofe who take precedence of others. 

His Grace’s dread of the fmall-pdx is well known ; on that 
account, a few years fince, it was difficult for a ftranger to be 
admitted, either into the manfion, or into the park; a perfon, 
fufpected of being a poacher, was one day difcovered in the 
park, a fhort time before the deer were fold, and brought before 
his Grace, who charged him with an intention of ftealing fome 
of the fawns; this the other confeffed, but artfully added, that 
having a child il! of the fmall-pox, he thought the poor thing 
could manage a bit of venifon. He was initantly difcharged ; 
and ashe lived at fome diffance, received a fmall gratuity to 
haften his journey. 





Anfwer, by W. Williams, of Plymouth Dock, to 8. Hill’s Quef= 
tion, inferted Fanuary 28, 1793. 


FROM the data of the queftion it appears that the field 
can be circumfcrib’d by a circle, and to determine the 
area in fuch cafes, moft of the writers on menfuration have 
given general theorems: The following is taken from Mr. 
Emerfon’s Geometry, 

Put A=16. 6, B=14.4, C=11, D=28, and28S = A+ 








B+ C + D, then we have S—~A x S—B x S—C x 


S—D = the area*, a general theorem, whence the content of 





the field, 3.5—16.6 X 3.5— 14.4% 3.5 —II X 3.5—28 = 
63678.72, and 4/ 63678.72 = 252.34648 fquare chains, or 
25 acres, 37 1-half polesx—In Mr. Simpfon’s Select Exer- 
cifed are methods by algebra and geometry for determining the 
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diameter of the circumfcribing circle, but they are too come 
plex for this publication, 


N. B. In this example the diameter is equal to the longeft 
fide of the trapezium. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from T, Pryor, of 
Chard Academy; J. B. Chivers, of St. Auftcll; anda young 
farmer of St. Stephens. 





Anfwer, by Honeftus, of Penzance, to Philagathus’s Charade, 
inferted March 25. 


‘TS E trumpet founds, the awful day is come, 

BR The fetter’d captive’s fill’d with guilty fears 

To hear pronounc’d his folemn, awful doom, 
With trembling fteps he to the Bar repairs ; 


The dreadful fentence paft, with downcaft eyer, 
Back to the loathfome cell he haftes away ; 

He quits the world—but to the world he cries, 
Oh! fhun the Net in which I fell a prey.” 


Thus does your firft and {econd plainly fhow, 
That BARNET is the town you fain would know. 


t*t We have received the like anfwer from W. C. junior, 
aod Wm. Brewer, of Taunton; T. Welch, near Wivelif- 
combe; T. Giles, Bridgewater; Curiofus, of Bath; a young 
farmer of St. Stephens; J. Collins, Uffculm; R. Kittow, of 
Egloskerry; A. Apfey, Briftol; ‘IT. Roberts, Tywardreath 
School; S. Hill, Dawlith; J. Commins, Taviftock; R. D. 
and J. B. Chivers, St. Auftell; W. Bawden, and Eremita, of 
Welton Zoyland ; W. Watts; W. Hoare, of Deane Prior ; 
J. Bulgin, of Caftle Cary; and E, Giddy, and J. Traer, of 

ruro. 





’ 


4n ENIGMA, by 7. K. G near Wells, 


¥ AES ! behold a rude, unpolifh’d boor, 
Who never had the impudence before 


To 
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To claim your notice, or one doit to afk, 
Approaches now beneath enigma’s matk 5 

And humbly hopes you'll deem it not amifs, 
That he appears in fuch a garb as this. 

But hark! methinks I hear you fay * Begone! 
“ Thou nafty, dirty, ftupid, fenfelefs drone !” 


Gods what fine names! but pray fupprefs your doubt, 


And my origin clearly I'll make out; 
Of honeft parents, tho’ of mean eftate, 
I enter’d here, as was decreed by fate; 
Yet when my fires began ’tis underftood, 
They reign’d for years before the awful flood, 
When firit I enter’d on this ftage of life, 
Chequer’d with nought but painful care and ftrife) 
‘or youth and beauty I was much efteem’d, 
Ev’n my pofleffion was a pleafure deem’d ! 
And had you then, perhaps, beheld my face, 
Tis ten to one I’d fuffer’d no difgrace ; 
But fate defign’d me greater ills to know, 
As in my fequel I fhall plainly thow. 

Here then I thone until maturer years, 
Brought on my youthful head maturer cares 5 
For while I health’s reftoring balm did fip, 

Fate fnatch’d the fhining goblet from my lip; 
And how fhall I defcribe the fatal blow, 
That laid, with thoufands more, my grandfire low ! 
Oh direful ftroke ! thus robb’d of all my reft, 
And doom’d to tortures, as my foes think beft ; 
Until by joint confent for curfed gold, 

They dragg’d my half-ftripp’d carcafe to be fold. 
Compel’d when purchas’d to laborious work ; 
Nor at my labours do I dare to quirk 5 

Thro’ dirt and mire hoglike I muggle on, 

And {pite of ftorms ftill muft my work be done; 
In open ftreets expofed to public view, 

Thro’ mud and water, pools, and gutters too, 
I’m doom’d to labour like a wretched flave, 

Till hoary age conduéts me to the grave ; 

Then on the dunghill you perhaps may find 

My poor remains, or to the flames confign’d ; 
And who would think, poflefs’d of common fenfe, 
That fuch, alas! is worth’s poor recompence. 


6 POETRY, 
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Lines written on Contemplating the Period of all human 


Glory among the Tombs in Weftminfler Abbey. 
By Mrs. NatH. STICKLAND. 


ERE in one horrid ruin lies, 
The great, the fair, the young, the wife ; 
Th’ ambitious King, whofe boundlefs mind, 
Scarce to the world can be confin’d 3 
Contented now with narrower room, 
Lies crowded in this marble tomb ; 
Death triumphs o’er the boafted ftate, 
The vain diitinGtions of the great; 
Here in one common heap they lie, 
And eloquent in filence cry, ; 
Ambition is but vanity ! 
And fee this fculptur’d tomb contains, 
Of beauty the abhorr’d remains : 
‘That face which none unmov’d could view, 
Has loft th’ enchanting, rofy hue; 
Thofe once refiftlefs, {parkling eyes, 
No more can heedlefs hearts furprize ; 
That form which every charm could boaft, 
In loathfome rottennefs is loft. 
See there the youth, whofe chearful bloom 
Promis’d a train of years to come; 
Whole foft addrefs, and graceful air, 
Had {carce obtain’d the yielding fair, 
When fate derides the expected joys, 
And all his flatt’ring hopes deftroys. 
There fleep the bards, whofe lofty lays 
Have crown’d their names with lafting praife ; 
Who, tho’ eternity they give, 
While heroes in their numbers live, “ 
et 
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Yet thefe refign their tuneful breath, 
And wit muft yield to mightier death. 
Even I the loweft of the throng, 
Unfkill’d in verfe or artful fong, 

Shall fhortly fhroud my humble head, 
And mix with them among the dead. 
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Ho. yonder ivy courts the oak, 
And clips it with a falfe embrace ! 
So I abide a wanton’s yoke, 

And yield me to a {miling face. 
And both our deaths will prove, I guefs, 
The triumphs of unthankfulnefs. 


How fain the tree would fwell its rind ! it 
But, vainly trying, it decays ; ; 

So fares it with my fhackled mind, 
So wattes the vigour of my days. 

And foon our deeds will prove, I guefs, 

The triumph of unthankfulncfs. 


A lafs, forlorn for lack of grace, 
My kindly pity firft did move 5 i 
And, in a little moment’s fpace, ; 
This pity did engender love. ' 
And now my death mutft prove, I guefs, : 
The triumph of unthankfulnefs. 


For now fhe rules me with her look, 
And winds me round her harlot chain; 

While, by a ftrange enchantment ftruck, 
My nobler will recoils in vain. 

And foon my death will prove, I guefs, 

The triumph of unthankfulnefs. 


But, had the oak denied its fhade, 

The weed had trail’d in duft below; 
And fhe, had I her fuit gainfay’d, 

Might {till have pin’d in want and woe: 
Now, both our deatis will prove, I guefs, 
The triumph of unthankfulnefs. 
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Epitaph on the Death of Fohn Ayton Thompfon. 


i inthe morn of life each winning grace, 
The converfe fweet, the mind-illumin’d face, 
The lively wit, that charm’d with early art, 

And mild affe€tion ftreaming from the heart ; 

If thefe, lov’d youth, could check the hand of fate, 
Thy matchlefs youth had claim’d a longer date : 
But thou art bleft !' while here we heave the figh, 
Thy death is virtue wafted to the tky. 

Yet ftill thy image fond affection keeps, 

The fire remembers, and the mother weeps ; 

Still the friend grieves who faw thy vernal bloom, 
And here, fad tafk ! infcribesit on thy tomb. 


A. MURPHY. 





Toa Lady, obferving that the Writer had a faded Rofe. 


HIS rofe, my fair, has fragrance left, 
‘ And once was in full bloom, 
As is my Julia; but bereft 
Of beauty, by time’s doom. 


Your wit, your elegance, and eafe, 
Spite of his envious blaft, 

Shall ftill my ravifh’d fenfes pleafe, 
And blels me to the aft. 


END OF THE TWENTY-FIRST VOLUME; 
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